NORWEGIAN SAILORS DO NOT SUBMIT 
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by 
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There is one section of the Norwegian people which our home country has 
particular reason to keep in mind at the present moment and to thank. I am 
thinking of our Norwegian merchant sailors. The Norwegian sailor has always been 
the representative of Norway to the outside world. That was the case in times of 
peace. In wartime he is much more than that. To a higher degree than anybody else 
he carried the burden of the day for Norway. The war makes many and heavy demands. 
The greatest of these is on our lives when we realize the watchword: “Everything for 
Norway.”’ Our sailors have never failed on that count. 


After the invasion of our native land, the situation became even more difficult 
for our sailors than it had been in the first stages of the war. At that time Norway 
was still a free country. We were at peace but we were dependent on seaborne 
supplies and were already suffering serious losses in that connection. 


The occupation of Norway has now plunged the people into a state of misery. 
It is possible that our enemies do not understand this. But if we add the realization 
that the occupation has created a want of certain necessities, it becomes clear that we 
all feel with particular anguish the circumstances which prevent our seamen from 
giving direct aid to our people at home. But there are many ways and means of 
regaining what we have lost. We must put all our means at the disposal of the 
co-operative task of overthrowing the system which is being forced upon our country. 
That can only be achieved by support for the side which maintains that the small 
nations also have a right to live. 


The Norwegian nation will never be able to subordinate itself to a system which 
is so wholly foreign and unsympathetic to it. If the Norwegians do not regain their 
freedom, if they do not regain the right to determine their own fate, a happy nation 
will never again reside on Norwegian shores. To us Norwegians our country does 
not in the first place represent any specific organization of community life — some 
kind of political machinery. It is the land itself, the fiords, the mountains and the 
valleys; above all, our homes and our dear ones there. It is the land of a thousand 
homes. We believe that we are doing the right thing in basing our community on 
the homes and the family. 


I know that our sailors and whalers are longing for their homes and longing 
for their families, from whom many of them have not heard for nearly one year. They 
have every reason to concentrate on the task of which we remind our sailors: to 
contribute what they can in order to shorten the period of waiting until once again 
they see their dear ones at home. It depends to a very great degree on our free 
Norwegian sailors if we shall succeed in recreating a Norway where Norwegians can 
breathe freely. I ask, therefore, of every Norwegian sailor who is still able to sail 
at liberty under the Norwegian flag, wherever he goes, to remember that it depends 
on him more than on anyone else whether we shall live to see the day when a happy 
people again lives within the borders of Norway, and when all those who are so 
barred from their own shores, for which they all yearn, can again be reunited with 
their dear ones in a free fatherland. 


We must not forget that Norway is still at war. Our merchant fleet is our 
greatest contribution in this war. We have about a thousand ships and thirty thousand 
sailors and whalers. This fleet constitutes our mightiest weapon in the struggle to 
regain our country. We know that it will not fail us. It serves our country by sailing 
on all the seas, but it serves the cause of Norway above all by supplying what our 
Allies need and what is demanded by the war. We are fighting this war not for our- 
selves alone but for our Allies as well. | 


Norwegian sailors on all the seas and in all ports and all countries, do what 
you can in order that we may reach our goal. You can do so in the safe conviction 
that the eternal gratitude of the Norwegian people will be your reward. 
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